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REMARKS 

Claims 1-2 and 4-8 are pending in the application, and have been allowed. 
Addition of claims 28-40 is proposed herein. No new matter is being added by these 
amendments. 

New claims 28-40 are proposed to bring the total claim count to twenty claims (including two 
independent claims) as follows: 

• proposed claims 28-31 correspond to allowed claims 5-8, respectively, but depend from 
claim 2 rather than from claim 4; 

• proposed claim 32 recites that the passivation layer comprises silicon carbide - support for 
this limitation is found on page 8 at lines 23-26 and page 9 at lines 1-2 of the specification as 
filed and in claim 10 as originally filed in the application; 

• proposed claim 33 corresponds to allowed claim 1 , but specifies that the dielectric is silicon 
dioxide - support for this limitation is found on page 8 at lines 22-23 and page 9 at line 3 of 
the specification as filed; and 

• proposed claims 34, 35-39 and 40 correspond to allowed claims 2 and 4-8 and proposed 
claim 32, respectively. 

Because the proposed new claims are of narrower scope than the allowed claims, no new 
issues requiring further search and consideration are implicated by the proposed new claims. No 
issues relating to compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 are created by the proposed new claims. 

Entry of the amendments is respectfully requested. 

These claims are being presented to replace canceled claims 3, 9 and 14-26, to bring the 
number of total claims to the twenty permissible. Claims 9 and 14-26 were withdrawn from 

-7- 



Docket No. 98-C-152C1 (STMIO 1-00043) 
Serial No. 10/059,982 
Patent 



examination pursuant to a restriction requirement (traversed by Applicant) and election, and claims 
3, 9 and 14-26 were canceled by an Examiner's Amendment within the Notice of Allowance. 
Proposed claims 28-40 are being submitted to replace the cancel claims within the permissible 
number of claims (twenty), for which Applicants paid for examination. These claims could not have 
been presented earlier without incurring excess claims fees, and accordingly were not presented 
earlier. 

If any issues arise, or if the Examiner has any suggestions for expediting allowance of this 
Application, the Applicants respectfully invite the Examiner to contact the undersigned at the 
telephone number indicated below or at dvenglarik@munckcarter.com. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees connected with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0208. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Munck Carter, LLP 



P.O. Drawer 800889 

Dallas, Texas 75380 

(972) 628-3600 (main number) 

(972) 628-361 6 (fax) 

E-mail: dvenglarik@munckcarter.com 





-8- 



